RAMPS 2018 ANNUAL REPORT

Afternoon of Work. Lifetime of Freedom.

MISSON
RAMPS is a 501 (c) 3 non-profit organization with a mission
to help the less fortunate by paying for and assembling
modular wheelchair ramps for those people who are in need
and have qualified for financial assistance.
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MADE POSSIBLE WITH YOUR SUPPORT

400th ramp
built

Built 43 ramps benefitting
57 individuals

Volunteers donated
time valued at
$22,400
to our community

Handled over 250 requests from
across the country (connected
to appropriate local recources)

Continued Gold Level of
Transparency through
Guidestar
(charity watchdog group)

Introduced 156 new
volunteers to ramps

$72,000 direct cost savings
in reset materials

Board activity included ramp
removal, fundraising, strategic
planning, and engaging
with Corporate Partners

13
Six ramps built for
individuals with
Spinal Cord Injuries
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Six ramps for
individuals with
Multiple Sclerosis

Seven ramps built
for amputees

13 ramps built for
stroke victims

CONGRATULATIONS AND APPRECIATION
are extended to our 2018 RAMPS S.M.A.R.T. Summer Interns
Allyson Wang and Carson Wang.

R AMPS S .M. A .R .T. Summer Internship

Allyson and Carson battled everything from spiders to hot weather, to faulty spray paint cans and rain. Through it all
they were able to support our clients by making client check-in calls, researching and writing grants, learning how
to conduct assessments, and annual maintenance checks on ramps. The internship culminated in a ramp build - in
pouring rain - much to the surprised delight of Ken, who was absolutely certain the weather would prevent him from
getting a new, safe wheelchair ramp. In addition to all of the above, they assisted with the creation of a video reference
library for our ramp builds.
If you are a rising junior or senior, interested in a 2 week internship with RAMPS in Summer 2019, call us at 282-3605.
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C R E AT I V E P A R T N E R S H I P S
Youth Services Citizen Board
Chesterfield County’s Youth Services Citizen Board was formed in 1978 by the Chesterfield County Board of
Supervisors. The purpose of the Youth Services Citizen Board (YSCB) is to advise the Board of Supervisors
regarding issues relating to youth and to provide opportunities for community input on youth issues in Chesterfield
County. Additionally, the YSCB engages youth in community service projects. 2018 was an opportunity for the
YSCB to meet one of the RAMPS Founders, Mike Dowd. Mike and his team of Youth Services Citizen Board
Members worked together to build two wheelchair ramps benefitting four Chesterfield County seniors in the
Spring. This partnership provided an excellent opportunity for the Board Members to make an immediate and
permanent positive impact in the lives of four county residents.

UPS Freight
Summer provided a unique chance to team up with UPS Freight
volunteers and our local Mid-Atlantic Paralyzed Veterans to move
a wheelchair ramp from one location in Pocahontas State Park to
another location, at the park’s “volunteer house”. In its new location,
the ramp benefits paralyzed veterans who use wheelchairs from
across the Mid-Atlantic and Eastern US who visit the park for
special events with Mid-Altantic Paralyzed Veterans to try out the
specially designed hand-cycle trails during event weekends.

Boy Scouts
January brought an interesting, new opportunity. One enterprising Boy Scout in search of his Eagle
Scout Project approached us about building two ramps in the City of Richmond for individuals who
needed them. He, his friends, and family raised funds over the course of several months and were
able to build two ramps in April. One of the ramps was assembled for a young woman who lived
in a mobile home with six family members. Both she and her mother (who had a stroke) used the
ramp whenever possible, getting them both out of the house and to doctor appointments. The other ramp is now benefitting an active young mother with Multiple Sclerosis. Her new ramp enables
her to take her young daughter to the bus stop for kindergarden.
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C O M M U N I T Y PA R T N E R S H I P S
We have seen an increase in corporate philanthropy through volunteerism across our service area and have been fortunate to partner with a
number of organizations dedicated to community service over the past year.

Altria
We partnered with HandsOn and their program with Altria and were able to serve several clients who were previously
trapped in their homes without a ramp. Two veterans and family members are able to get in and out of their homes now.
One of these clients, Randolph, shared that not only is he able to get outside more easily, his wife and sister are now
able to safely get out of the house to see each other and they are all able to get to church together. Michelle, a young
woman who was literally stuck in her house for months, was able to get out of her home on her own. Her tearful joy at
being able to drive her wheelchair out of the house and down to the road on her own was infectious and our volunteers
truly connected with her and her new-found sense of freedom. This same day, our other Altria team was able to build a
ramp for a Chesterfield senior who was unable to leave her home until a ramp was built. When we spoke with her family
a week after the build, they shared she went out to dinner with the entire family that next Sunday night. This was a family
tradition she had missed, until Altria stepped in to assist. Of particular note is this team not only built a ramp, they trimmed the shrubs in front
of the house and removed ivy and overgrowth which covered one entire side of the house and half of the other side. A little HGTV comes to
Richmond, courtesy of our volunteers – the yard work went above and beyond, and the family was delighted and deeply thankful.

Richmond Window
Richmond Window was able to partner with RAMPS to build 3 ramps in one day across
our service area – one in Richmond, one in Henrico and one in Chesterfield. Their hard
working dedication to service in the community was apparent throughout the planning
process as well as on our build day. We had several Board Members involved that day
as well – the RAMPS Board serves both in the boardroom and in the field. When we
talked to the mother of one of the ramp recipients, she shared that her daughter went
down the ramp after our teams left, and spent the next six hours outside, riding all
around her neighborhood and the blocks nearby, reconnecting with friends she had
not seen in months.

Tomahawk Baptist Church
One Chesterfield church which gives back in the community with RAMPS partnered with
us to build four wheelchair ramps in Chesterfield County. Tomahawk Baptist Church
dedicated two days of service to others to improve the lives of Starnell, Carol, Kelvin,
Priscilla and Tjonda. In two cases, the ramp benefits a family member who, is a caregiver
for our “main” client, but benefits from a ramp as well. Starnell, who is legally blind, had
been using the ramp built for his mother thirty years ago, after her stroke. He shared that
trying to use the old wooden ramp left him with painful splinters from the rail, and the
age of the ramp, as well as the pitch, made it dangerously slippery in bad weather. He shared that he had fallen
more than once. His new ramp has a curved rail on the end to help indicate the ramp ends shortly, which made
him quite happy.
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S C H O O L PA R T N E R S H I P S
Collegiate School
The charter RAMPS club at The Collegiate School entered its 12th year
of service to the Richmond Community this Fall with its first full slate
of women officers. In addition to exploring potential new partnerships
with other non-profits, the officers kept the club motivated and building
new ramps. Builds included working in the City of Richmond on a cold
wet day for a young woman who is a paraplegic, to a stroke victim
in Henrico County who lives with her elderly mother (who is also her
caregiver). Thanks to our faculty adviser, Dr. Dave Headly for his
support throughout the year. This club continues to have a tremendous
positive impact across the region as they reconnect our clients with the
world outside their front doors.

Community Based Clubs
Our CBC is comprised of students from a number of different schools across the
region. This group is run by several dedicated parents who feel strongly about
involving their children in volunteerism in the area. The builds we did with this
group in the City of Richmond were a challenge. The first build required the students
and parent volunteers work together in a very small area between the porch of the
house and the chain link fence at the front of the property. Most of the assembly
was completed on the sidewalk in front of the home, and then large parts of the ramp
were passed over the fence and maneuvered carefully into place. Everyone quickly
learned the importance of clear communication skills and by the time we headed
to the second build the group worked like a well-oiled machine. The second ramp
was built quickly (inspired by incoming thunderstorms and an anthill we disturbed
under the ramp footing). This second ramp benefits all three residents at the home.
The primary recipient has had a stroke and is struggling with Parkinson’s, gout and aphasia. His caregivers are his
two stepsons, one of whom has had a stroke and other who has had a heart attack. There is no doubt this one ramp
is critical for all three gentlemen.
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S C H O O L PA R T N E R S H I P S
L.C. Bird High School
LC Bird expanded their relationship with RAMPS this year. Every Spring we partner with
the Interact Club, which is a Rotary-sponsored service club that gives young people
an opportunity to participate in fun and meaningful service projects while developing
leadership skills and meeting new friends. The basic principle of the Rotary Interact is
to help others. Their motto is “service above self”. The hard work of this crew benefited
a local veteran and his wife. His wife had a stroke, and he has significant health issues,
so their new ramp will help both of them. A local County School Board Supervisor also
joined the build with his daughter. Ms. Jess Harris provides a steady and generous
guiding hand to the Interact Club, joining us on a build and providing snacks for all of us.
An official RAMPS Club was started by a group of students in the Bird engineering specialty program (a Governor’s Academy which allows
students to explore a range of engineering fields). This group of students built two ramps, one in an extremely challenging site which involved
tweaking the CAD design to allow for sets of stairs at both ends of the ramp. Despite the brutally hot day, they did a fantastic job, much to
the joy and relief of our clients.

Midlothian High School
Our Midlothian High School club has been fortunate to be supported by the efforts
of the Midlothian Rotary Club in the past year. The students decided to invite the
Rotarians out on a build to see how they work together and how their funding is spent.
Two wheelchair ramps were built during our build, and it was great to see how well
everyone teamed up for the benefit of our local residents. One of the clients is a woman
who is considered legally blind, lives alone and is on dialysis. She was ecstatic to
receive a ramp, and the service which takes her to and from dialysis shared with us
how much easier it will be to help her inside the house after dialysis (which can be an
exhausting experience for everyone involved). Mr. Erich Yost, faculty advisor, has been
able to join us on several builds, providing generous support to our students.

Monacan High School
Monacan is home to the County’s Center for the Humanities and the Health Professions
& Therapies program. RAMPS relationship with Monacan provides an ideal opportunity
for students in this program to apply knowledge from the classroom environment. The
discussion of chronic diseases and their long term impacts are introduced first hand,
providing a hands-on, well – rounded opportunity for the students. This past year the
students were faced with an intriguing request at a build – to make sure our blind client
could walk from one small ramp to the next ramp down to the curb, where his transportation
is able to pick him up. The students created a guide out of string on his dominant hand side
to allow him to move easily from one ramp section to the next. Mrs. Lori Magnuson of the HPT program is a consummate
professional, encouraging and supporting the student volunteers in and out of the classroom, instructing them on the
long term impacts of chronic disease, or demonstrating the proper way to wheel a wheelchair down a ramp.
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Thank You!
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The importance of Community Connections
RAMPS has been a part of the solution for many local seniors or disabled individuals for 12 years. Over this timeframe, the manner in
which clients come to us has varied. This year our referral resources include VCU HealthSystems, Sheltering Arms, Senior Connections,
project:HOMES, Chesterfield and Henrico County’s Department of Social Services, Department of Rehabilitative Services, Community
Brain Injury Services, Access Chesterfield, Habitat for Humanity, American Legion, Chesterfield’s Aging and Disability Services, Lions Club,
concerned neighbors, family members of those in need, local dialysis centers and more.
One example of a strong referral relationship is RAMPS partnering with Chesterfield County’s Integrated Paramedic Unit to respond to
county resident’s requests for assistance getting into and out of their homes. Chesterfield Fire and EMS may be called upon to assist
residents for help getting out of their homes because they don’t have a ramp. Among other connections this group is able to make for county
residents, The RAMPS/Integrated Paramedic Unit Partnership connects those clients who call the fire department for assistance. RAMPS
volunteers step in and build a safe wheelchair ramp which empowers these residents to get out of their homes on their own. This relationship
helps ensure Fire and EMS are available for a community emergency response.
RAMPS will continue to be an integral part of the services offered to local residents living in poverty and living with a disability. Thank you
for helping us deliver much needed services to our community.

2018 Statement of Activities

Assets

RAMPS Board of Directors
August Berling
James Dowd
Mike Dowd, Founder
Roy Jorstad
Dave Newton
Will Stettinius
Coleman Wortham, Founder

Individual Contributions

$8,678

Student Partners

$14,110

Corporate Partnerships

$17,327

County Partnerships

$19,844

Grants

$29,500

Material Reset

$72,000

TOTAL

$161,459

Liabilities
Program Costs

$82,271

General & Administrative

$25,977

TOTAL

$108,248
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History
Ramp Access Made Possible by Students, or RAMPS was created by three Richmond, Virginia area high school
students. It began as a school challenge to contribute to their community through charitable projects. Since then, over
12,000 students from 27 high schools and colleges have assembled over 406 wheelchair ramps for elderly and disabled
individuals who could not safely move in and out of their homes.
Vision
Our vision is to empower financially qualified elderly and disabled individuals in Henrico County, Chesterfield County, and the
City of Richmond, VA by giving them a safe means in and out of their homes. At the same time, we develop compassionate
young adults and promote inter-generational communication.
The wheelchair ramps assembled by our student volunteers make an immediate and permanent improvement in the lives
of the recipients. The ramps increase access to regular medical care – from doctor’s appointments to dialysis. Recipients
reconnect with their friends and communities and gain access to social services programs. They can sit outside in the
sunshine, and go to the grocery store or the mailbox.

1114 Westbriar Drive • Suite D • Richmond, Virginia 23238
Visit our website:
rampsrva.org
Follow us on:

In compliance with Virginia Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services, a financial statement for the last fiscal year is available from the
State Office of Consumer Affairs upon written request.

